
The Service for the Lord’s Day 

Fifteenth  Sunday after Pentecost 
  

Welcome! We are glad that you are here. We hope that you are blessed by your encounter with God today.   

 
September 22, 2019               The service begins with the music of preparation.                   9:30 am 

Gathering the Community of Faith 

Prelude      Benedictus                          Alec Rowley 

Call to Worship   
One: Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
All: Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of your name; deliver us, and  forgive our sins, 

for your name’s sake.  Let us worship God! 
  

*Hymn 299  You Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim 
  

Call to Confession   

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                    
Creator of the universe, casualty of our sin, breath of life, we come trembling before you for we 
have hoarded and bartered what has never been ours in the hope of securing our future.  We 
have yearned for wealth more than we have yearned for you. We have squandered your trust 
and grieved your heart with our betrayal.  Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of your 
name; deliver us, and forgive our sins, for your name’s sake. Amen.  
  

Silent Reflection and Prayer 

Response                Lord Have Mercy          Choir     
  

Assurance of Forgiveness     
 One:  Beloved of God, the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting.  
 All: It cannot be contained but must be poured out. 

One: Nothing you have done, nothing you will ever do is enough to separate you from the love of 
God made known in Jesus Christ. I declare to you in the name of the risen Christ that our sin is 
forgiven, and our lives are made new. 

 All: Our sin is forgiven, and our lives are made new. Thanks be to God! 
  

*Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father and  Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the  
beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 

  
*Greeting and Sharing Christ's Peace  

One: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.  
 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.    
All: And also with you. 

Welcome and Announcements  

The * indicates points in the service where you are invited to stand, if that is comfortable for you.   

However, if it is better for you to remain seated, feel free to do so.   

All are invited to join in speaking or singing when Bolded words appear. 



Proclaiming God’s Word  

Children’s Message             
      Children’s Offering will be collected as they come forward for the message. 

          Childcare for infants through two-year-olds is available in the nursery, room 11. 
All children and youth depart for Sunday School after the message. 

  

Prayer for Illumination                                                                                                 Glenn Fields     
  

First Reading     Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 (pg. 619) 

Anthem    Affirmation of Faithfulness               Joseph M. Martin 
God has been faithful to lead us to this place.  God has been faithful, sustained us by his grace.  Will 
we take the challenge and make a sacred vow?  Will we be faithful now?  God has been faithful to 
lead us to this hour.  God has been faithful, sustained us by his power.  God has been faithful to lead 
us from above.  God has been faithful with his unfailing love.  Will we respond and dedicate our all?  
Will we be faithful to his call?  We will be faithful now! 

Gospel Reading  Luke 16: 1 - 13 (pg. 851)        
  

Sermon                               Spiritual Gift: God before Wealth                       Rev. Amy E. S. Lincoln 
    

*A Prayer for Justice  
One: Lord our God, you have revealed yourself as One who wishes to bring about justice and true 

peace among people;  
All: In a world that looks away from injustice, you cast your eyes on the destitute, the poor, 

and the wronged;  
One: You have called us to follow you, to preach good news to the poor, to proclaim release for the 

captives and recovery of sight for the blind,  
All:     to set at liberty those who are oppressed and to proclaim the time of your  blessing.  
One:     Be present with your church, Lord, as we respond to your call. Open our eyes to the   

      downtrodden.  
All:     Fill us with compassion for the plight of the alien, the refugee, and the immigrant.  

  

One:     Lead us into ministries that help orphans and widows.  
All:    Give us courage to block the paths of the ungodly who exploit the poor.  

 One:    Set us free from pious exercises that prevent us from the true worship you choose: Sharing    
    bread with the hungry, sharing homes with the homeless, sharing clothes with the naked,    
    sharing hearts with our own kin.  
All:    So may your justice roll down like waters, your righteousness like an ever- flowing  

     stream.  
One:    Lead our footsteps to stand with the poor, that we might stand with you.  
All: Have mercy, O God: Scatter the proud, put down the mighty, lift up the lowly, fill up the            

hungry, and send the rich away empty-handed.  In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
Prayer by Lisa Vander Wal. Used with Permission. From: 

https://oga.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/oga/pdf/worship_liturgy_web.pdf 
  
  

*Hymn 722  Lord, Speak to Me That I May Speak 
Please list prayers on the pink slips in the pew —  pass them to the ushers during the hymn. 

  

https://oga.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/oga/pdf/worship_liturgy_web.pdf


 Responding to God’s Word 

Invitation to Offering                          

Offertory          Set Me as a Seal Upon Your Heart               Anna Laura Page 
Set me as a seal upon your heart, O God, for love is as strong as death.  The waters cannot quench 
love, neither can floods drown it.  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a strong spirit within 
me.  Cast me not away from your presence.  Restore unto me the joy of salvation.  Uphold me with 
your Spirit.  Then I’ll teach your ways and sinner will be converted to you.  

*Doxology (hymn 607)  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow:  praise Christ all people here below;  

Praise Holy Spirit evermore;  praise Triune God whom we adore.   Amen.  

*Prayer of Dedication (in unison)  
Gracious God, source of our daily bread and Sabbath trust, you feed us with your love and 
equip us to share in your purpose. Receive the offerings of our wounded spirits, our guarded 
purses, our meager strength, and continue to expand our hearts, until we live with the 
boldness and joy of Easter morning; for we pray in the name of your son, Jesus, and by the 
power of your Spirit. Amen.  
  

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

  

Sending the Faithful Into God’s World 

*Hymn  724          O Jesus, I Have Promised 

*Charge and Benediction   

Choral Response      Peace Go With You          Douglas Nolan 
May the peace of the Lord bring joy, may the peace of the Lord bring love.  May the peace of the 
Lord bring comfort.  May the peace of the Lord bring hope.  May the peace of the Lord bring rest.  
May the peace of the Lord bring life.  May the peace of the Lord surround you.  May the peace of 
the Lord go with you.  Amen.   

Postlude   Improvisation on “You Servants of God”                  J. Smith 

      
  

     Next Sunday —  September 29, 2019  
    Service at 9:30 a.m. in the sanctuary 
    Sixteenth  Sunday after Pentecost 

Rev. Amy E. S. Lincoln preaching 
  Chancel Choir and Memorial Ringers participating 
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