
The Service for the Lord’s Day 

Fourteenth  Sunday after Pentecost 
  

Welcome! We are glad that you are here. We hope that you are blessed by your encounter with God today.   

 
September 15, 2019                The service begins with the music of preparation.                   9:30 am 

Gathering the Community of Faith 

Prelude        Voluntary in D Major                      George Dyson 

Call to Worship  (Psalm 14) 
One: The Lord looks down from heaven to see if there are any who are wise, who seek after God. 
All:   They have all gone astray, there is no one who is good, no, not one. 
One: Have they no knowledge, those who devour God’s people and do not call upon the Lord? 
All:   O that our deliverer would come! Lord, restore our lives and make us glad. 

  
*Hymn 620  Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven 
  

Call to Confession   

Prayer of Confession (in unison)                    
Creator of the universe, we imagine that we are in familiar territory, that we know what to 
expect of this hour, that we will leave much the way that we came. Do not let us kid ourselves.  
In judgment, illumine our darkness. In mercy, bear us home – until we recognize your presence 
wherever evil is confronted, truth is spoken, and life is restored. 

  

Silent Reflection and Prayer 

Response            Lord Have Mercy          Choir     
  

Assurance of Forgiveness     

 One:  But this we call to mind and therefore we have hope: 
All:  The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, 
One: God’s mercies never come to an end;  
All:  They are new every morning. 
One: In the name of the Lord, Jesus Christ, who is our portion and our hope,  
  I declare that our sin is forgiven. 
All:  May our mouths be filled with praise. 
 

*Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father and  Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the  
beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 

*Greeting and Sharing Christ's Peace  
One: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.  
 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.    
All: And also with you. 

Welcome and Announcements  

The * indicates points in the service where you are invited to stand, if that is comfortable for you.   

However, if it is better for you to remain seated, feel free to do so.   

All are invited to join in speaking or singing when Bolded words appear. 



Proclaiming God’s Word 

Children’s Message             

      Children’s Offering will be collected as they come forward for the message. 
          Childcare for infants through two-year-olds is available in the nursery, room 11. 

All children and youth depart for Sunday School after the message. 
  

Prayer for Illumination                                                                                                     Karen Buys  
  

First Reading     Psalm 14: 1-7  (pg. 430) 

Anthem            This Is the Call                Kevin Keil 
This is the call, this is the journey.  Step out in courage, the Spirit leads.  Sojourners pilgrims, we do 
believe.  Questions unanswered, uncertain times.  Trusting the promise we travel on.  Walk with us, 
Jesus, pilgrim and friend.  Lead us through darkness; guide us to dawn. There are no strangers on 
our way; just sisters, brothers, just you and me. Guide our feet homeward, make clear our way, O 
God we trust you, set our hearts free.  Touch us with fire, Lord, help us believe.  Blest are the lowly, 
blest all who grieve!  Good news, the message preached by our lives.  Sojourners, pilgrims, we do 
believe.   

Gospel Reading Luke 15: 1- 10 (pg. 850)        
  

Sermon                    Spiritual Gift: Persistence                                  Rev. Amy E. S. Lincoln 
    

*Affirmation of Faith (in unison) 
The communion of saints, called from the entire human family, is united by God. As the people 
of God, we love one another. We experience, practice, and pursue community with one another. 
We give ourselves willingly and joyfully to one another. We are a benefit and blessing to one 
another. We share one faith and have one calling. We are one body and are of one soul and mind. 
We have one God and Father. We are filled with one Spirit. We are baptized with one baptism. 
We eat of one bread and drink of one cup. We confess one name and are obedient to one Lord. 
We work for one cause and share one hope. Thanks be to God. 

  

  

*Hymn 187  Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us 
Please list prayers on the pink slips in the pew —  pass them to the ushers during the hymn. 

 Responding to God’s Word 

Invitation to Offering                          

Offertory    We Are the People of God           John Carter 
We are the people of God; He has loved us and chosen us for his own.  Filled and clothed with his 
Spirit, forgiving as He forgave; bound and blessed by his perfect love, his everlasting love. The peace 
of Christ is in us, for peace is our calling now.  Psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, we offer him 
with joy.  All we do in word and deed, we do in his holy name.  Giving thanks to God above, with glad 
and joyful hearts.   

*Doxology (hymn 607)  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow:  praise Christ all people here below;  

Praise Holy Spirit evermore;  praise Triune God whom we adore.   Amen.  

 



 
*Prayer of Dedication (in unison)  

Holy One, receive these offerings as you receive our lives. Gather our false starts and uncertain 
efforts, our generosity and our reluctance.  Enliven us with your breath and make your 
purposes known that our lives might show forth your glory.  For we pray in the name of Jesus 
and by the power of your Spirit. Amen.  

  

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

  

Sending the Faithful Into God’s World 

*Hymn  649          Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound 

*Charge and Benediction   

Choral Response        Tender Shepherd, Gentle Lamb         Douglas Nolan 
Tender shepherd gently lead us; guide us as we go our way.  Gentle lamb protect and keep us 
safe within your heart to stay.  Amen. 

Postlude     Epilogue     Norman Gilbert 

Next Sunday —  September 22, 2019 
Service at 9:30 am in the sanctuary 
Fifteenth  Sunday after Pentecost 

Rev. Amy E. S. Lincoln preaching with Chancel Choir participating 
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