
The Service for the Lord’s Day 
Seventh  Sunday of Easter / Ascension Sunday  

  

Welcome! We are glad that you are here. We hope that you are blessed by your encounter with God today.   
  

 

June 2, 2019                               The service begins with the music of preparation.                   9:30 am 

Gathering the Community of Faith 

Prelude                  Break Thou the Bread of Life                         Van Denman Thompson 

Call to Worship  
One:   The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” 
All:      Let everyone who is thirsty come. 
One:    Let everyone who hears say, “Come.” 
All:       Let everyone who is thirsty come. 
One:     Let anyone who wishes, take the water of life as a gift. 
All:       Let everyone who is thirsty come. 
One:    Come to the tree of life, the Alpha and the Omega. 
All:       Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

  

*Hymn 268 Crown Him With Many Crowns  

Call to Confession   

Prayer of Confession (in unison)  
Gracious Power, you call us to your everlasting springs to be drenched and reformed, but we 
fail to heed you.  We do not turn with love to our neighbors, to ourselves, or to you. Forgive 
us for our failings, shield us from our due, and guide us into unity with all for the sake of the 
whole world. Amen.  

  

Silent Reflection and Prayer 

Response     Lord Have Mercy          Choir     

Assurance of Forgiveness     
One:  In the compassion of the God who prays for us, with us, and in us, you are forgiven. 
All:   Our compassionate God forgives us! 
One: For the sake of Jesus Christ who was sent to show us the face of love and who died and rose, 

one with the Father and with us.  
All: We are unified as God’s forgiven people through the Holy Spirit, for the sake of Jesus 

Christ.  Thanks be to God!  
*Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father and  Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the  
beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 

*Greeting and Sharing Christ's Peace  
One: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.  
 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.    
All: And also with you. 

Welcome and Announcements  

The * indicates points in the service where you are invited to stand, if that is comfortable for you.   

However, if it is better for you to remain seated, feel free to do so.   

All are invited to join in speaking or singing when Bolded words appear. 



 

Proclaiming God’s Word 

Children’s Message                      
      Children’s Offering will be collected as they come forward for the message. 

          Childcare for infants through two-year-olds is available in the nursery, room 11. 
All children and youth depart for Sunday School after the message. 

Breakfast Club will meet this morning in Room 22. 
  

Prayer for Illumination    

First Reading    Psalm 97 (pg. 480)             Ceil Hopkins 
  

Second Reading                Acts 16: 16-34 (pg. 900) 
  

Sermon     Prayer and Possibilities               Rev. Amy E. S. Lincoln 
  

*Affirmation of Faith     [from the PCUSA Brief Statement of Faith] 
In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of 
Israel, whom alone we worship and serve. We trust in God the Holy Spirit everywhere the giver 
and renewer of life. The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept 
ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all believers  in the one 
body of Christ, the Church.  The same Spirit  who inspired the prophets and apostles  rules our 
faith and life in Christ through Scripture,  engages us through the Word proclaimed,  claims us 
in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation,  and calls 
women and men to all ministries of the Church.  In a broken and fearful world  the Spirit gives 
us courage  to pray without ceasing,  to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, 
to unmask idolatries in Church and culture,  to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to 
work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.  In gratitude to God, empowered by the 
Spirit,  we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks  and to live holy and joyful lives,  even as we 
watch for God’s new heaven and new earth,  praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” With believers in 
every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love 
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

  

*Hymn 286  Breathe on Me, Breath of God 

 Please list prayers on pink slips located in pew racks - pass them to ushers during the hymn. 

Responding to God’s Word 

Invitation to Offering                             

Offertory      Come Take the Body             Robert Lau 
Come take the body of the Lord, come drink the holy blood for you outpoured.  Saved by that body, 
saved by that blood, we are refreshed and give our thanks to God. Salvation’s giver, God’s only Son, 
cross and blood the victory won, and He was offered there for great and least, himself the victim, 
himself the priest.  The judge eternal, to whom we bow, all nations at the last, is with us now.  Praise 
for the Father, praise to the Son, and praise to the Spirit, Three in One.    

  

  

*Doxology (hymn 607)  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow:  praise Christ all people here below;  

Praise Holy Spirit evermore;  praise Triune God whom we adore.   Amen.  

*Prayer of Dedication (in unison) 



Eternal God, who brings joy out of sorrow, plenty out of want, life out of death: we thank you 
for the treasures of the earth, your creation, filled with your blessing, for it was in company 
with these earthly things that your Son came to dwell, showing us the enormity of your love.  
Because of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead, we, too, are brought to new life, called to pray 
and work for the renewal of others. Take these offerings for the sake of the one without whom 
our poverty would be extreme, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
  

Sealing God’s Word  

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
     

Great Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer 
One:  May the God of wonder be with you. 
All:    And also with you. 
One:  Lift your hearts to the One who invites you to this Table, calling, "Come, Come!" 
All:    Thirsty for life and hope, we bring our hearts to this feast. 
One:  Rejoice in the Lord, all you people! 
All:    We sing glad songs of thanks to God's holy name!   Let us pray… 
  

One:  So, with those who thirst for righteousness, and with those who hunger for justice, we lift our  
     voices to you: 
All:      Holy, holy, holy, joy of the upright in heart. 
            All creation beholds your glory.  Hosanna in the highest!   
            Blessed is the One who testifies to all things.  Hosanna in the highest! 
One:  As we celebrate his life and love, as we testify to his peace and hope, we witness to that    
     mystery called faith: 
All:    Christ died, that we may enter the holy city by the gates; 
    Christ was raised, that we may receive the water of life as a gift; 
    Christ will come soon, your grace calling us home. 

One:     …..clothed in your grace with all the saints, we will sing your praises forever and ever.    
       And now let us pray together the prayer that Jesus taught us… 

 All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

  

Words of Institution and Sharing the Meal 
It is our common practice to eat the bread once we receive it and to hold the cup, if you are able, 

until we all partake of it together.  
  

Sending after Communion  
One:  We leave this place of prayer, 
All:     to join God in listening to the hopes and dreams, 
     the hidden fears and the doubts of our neighbors. 
One:   We leave this place of grace, 
All:     to share the compassion and joy of Jesus with others, 
     so they will discover how deeply they are loved. 
One:   We leave to be with the people of our world, 
All:     so the Spirit might bless us with their rich gifts, 
     so we may discover our oneness in God. 

Sending the Faithful Into God’s World 

*Hymn  504  We Come as Guests Invited 



*Charge and Benediction  

Response                                                             Servant, Go Forth         Mark Patterson 
           

Postlude       Psalm of Glory                    Dorothy Wells 
  

Next Sunday —  June 9, 2019 
Service at 9:30 am 

Day of Pentecost / Confirmation Sunday 
William Taylor preaching 

Chancel Choir participating 
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