
The Service for the Lord’s Day 
Fourth Sunday in Lent — Baptism 

Welcome! We are glad that you are here. We hope that you are blessed by your encounter with God today.   

 
March 31, 2019                       The service begins with the music of preparation.                   9:30 am 

Gathering the Community of Faith 

Prelude                                         Prelude and Fugue in C Minor                                              J. S. Bach 
  

Call to Worship                                         
One: We walk by faith and not by sight; 
All:  For the love of Christ urges us on. 
One: If we are in Christ, 
All:  we are a new creation, 
One: everything old has passed away; 
All:  Everything has become new! 
One: Come, enter this time of worship, 
All:  Let us be renewed in our spirit, through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

  

*Hymn 215 What Wondrous Love Is This!  

Call to Confession   
  

Prayer of Confession (in unison)  
Merciful God, we confess that we have strayed from your ways.   Like the Prodigal Son, we have 
wasted our inheritance. You gave us the earth for our home, but we squander earth’s resources 
and hoard its bounty.  You gave us neighbors to love, but we turn selfishly inward and tend to 
our own.  You gave us commandments that lead to human flourishing, but we break your law 
and forsake your love.  Forgive us our sin. Draw our wandering hearts back to you that we may 
find freedom in obedience to your love.  Amen.  

  

Silent Reflection and Prayer 

Choral Response                                                Heal Us, O Lord                                                           Choir 
                    

Assurance of Forgiveness  
One:  God’s love is sure and steadfast, always providing a way out, a way through, a way back to 

God. 
All: Through the waters of baptism, we have died with Christ and are raised with him. In 

Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!  With gratitude, in faith, we will walk the way of Christ!   
  

*Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, as it was in the  

beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 

*Greeting and Sharing Christ's Peace  
One: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.  
 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.    
All: And also with you. 

Welcome and Announcements  
  

The * indicates points in the service where you are invited to stand, if that is comfortable for you.   

However, if it is better for you to remain seated, feel free to do so.   

All are invited to join in speaking or singing when Bolded words appear. 



Volunteers in Mission (VIM) Minute for Mission                 Tim Hall  
    

 Proclaiming God’s Word 

Children’s Message   
Children’s Offering will be collected as they come forward for the Message. 

                All children and youth are invited to Sunday School classes following the Message. 
          Childcare for infants through two-year-olds available in the nursery, room 11. 

Breakfast Club will be meeting this morning in Room 22. 
  

Sacrament of Baptism of John Joseph Novak V, son of John and Dena Novak 
  

Presentation 
  

Profession of Faith and Renewal of Baptismal Vows  
  

*Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God  the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only 
Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy 
Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
  

Welcome  
Elder: Members of the household of faith, I commend this family to your care. Do all in your power to 
increase their faith, confirm their hope, and perfect them in love. 
All: With joy and thanksgiving we welcome John into Christ’s church. 

  
Prayer for Illumination                                                                                                                         Bart Fellin 
                            

Old Testament Reading  Joshua 5: 9 - 12 (page 171) 

  

Anthem A Closer Walk with God Eugene Butler 
O for a closer walk with God, a calm and heavenly frame, a light to shine upon the road that leads 
me to the Lamb!  Where is the blessedness I knew when first I saw the Lord?  Where is the soul-
refreshing view of Jesus and his word?   Return O holy dove, return sweet messenger of rest!  
Forgive the sins that made you mourn, that drove you from my breast.  So shall my walk be close 
with God, calm, serene my frame, so purer light shall mark the road that leads me to the Lamb.   

Gospel Reading  Luke 15: 1 – 3, 11b-32 (page 850) 

Sermon                                                  Lost and Found                                                    Rev. Amy E. S. Lincoln  

*Hymn 649 Amazing Grace!  How Sweet the Sound     
Please list prayers on pink slips located in pew racks - pass them to ushers during the hymn. 

         

 



 

Responding to God’s Word 

Invitation to Offering     

Anthem               Lord Jesus, Think on Me          Jay Althouse 
Lord Jesus, think on me and cast away my sin.  From earthborn passions set me free and make 
me pure within. Lord Jesus, think on me with care and woe oppressed.  Let me your loving servant 
be and know your promised rest.  Lord Jesus, think on me amid the battle’s strife.  In my time of 
need, be my health and life.  Lord Jesus, think on me.  Nor let me go astray.  Through darkness 
and perplexity, guide me on your way.   

*Doxology (hymn 607)  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow:  praise Christ all people here below;  
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise Triune God whom we adore.   Amen.  

  

*Prayer of Dedication (in unison) 
O God, all that we have comes from you. Receive this offering and with it the offering of our 
lives, for we return to you only what you have so graciously given. Use us for the sake of Christ, 
in whose name we pray. Amen.  
  

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

  

Sending the Faithful Into God’s World 

*Hymn 418 Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling 
  

*Charge and Benediction 

Choral Response                                                Peace Be Yours                                                          Stephen Reinhardt 
Peace be yours.  May the Lord be with you as we gather now and your whole life through, 
blessing and mercy and wholeness too.  May God’s peace be yours.   

Postlude                                                              Chant Héroïque                                                                       George Blake
     

Next Sunday — April 7, 2019 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Rev. Amy Lincoln preaching 
Chancel Choir and Joyful Ringers participating with pianist Kathy Finnerty 

  

  

Holy Week Schedule 

Palm Sunday, April 14th 
Distribution of the Palms 

Rev. Amy Lincoln preaching 
Chancel Choir and Memorial Ringers participating 

  

Maundy Thursday, April 18th 



Communion Service in Fellowship Hall at 7:30 pm 
Chancel Choir participating 

  

Good Friday, April 19th 
Tenebrae Service (Service of Darkness) at 7:30 pm 

Chancel Choir presents “In Calvary’s Shadow” by Victor C. Johnson 
Readings and scripture interpolated throughout  
as candles are extinguished and lights dimmed 

  

Easter Sunday, April 21st 
Resurrection of the Lord 

Festive Service at 9:30am 
Rev. Amy Lincoln preaching 

Chancel Choir with Brass Quartet participating 
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