
The Service for the Lord’s Day 
Transfiguration of the Lord — Communion 

Celebrate the Gifts of Women 
  
Welcome! We are glad that you are here. We hope that you are blessed by your encounter with God today.  

 
March 3, 2019                            The service begins with the music of preparation.                   9:30 am 

  

Gathering the Community of Faith 

Prelude              I Love You, Lord                                    Laurie Klein 
Kathy Finnerty, piano 

                 Brightly Sounds the Chimes                 Lynne Hollander 
              Melody Chimes 
  

Call to Worship  (from Psalm 29)                                                         Tanya Cleary       
One: Let us praise the God of glory and of strength.  
All: Let us worship the God of grace.  
One: For the voice of God goes out across all the earth. 
All: And in God’s temple all the people say, “Glory!”  Let us worship God! 
  

*Hymn 318 In Christ There is No East or West 
  

Call to Confession              Kathy Knight 
One:  Not one of us is perfect.  
All:  No, not one.  
One:  Not one of us is full of grace.  
All:  No, not one. 
One:  Not one of us is spotless. 
All:  No, not one. 
One:  There is no one who knows God’s fullness or rests completely in God’s grace.  
All:  Therefore, let us approach God’s throne together.  
One:  Let us confess our sin. 

  

Prayer of Confession (in unison)  
Gracious God, you know us better than we know ourselves. Find in us, we pray, the pockets of 
resistance and patches of coldness that keep us closed to your movement among us. Root them 
out and open us that we may be agents of your grace and channels of your love. In the name of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
  

Silent Reflection and Prayer 

Choral Response                                                         Lord Have Mercy          Choir                      

Assurance of Forgiveness  
One:  As far as the East is from the West, so far has God removed our sin from us. As near as hands 

and feet and breath, so near does God stand with us.  
All:     As close as the Spirit’s tether can draw, so close does God bring us together.  
One:  Friends, believe the Good News;  
All:   in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  

The * indicates points in the service where you are invited to stand, if that is comfortable for you.   
However, if it is better for you to remain seated, feel free to do so.   
All are invited to join in speaking or singing when Bolded words appear. 



  

*Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father and Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning is now 
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 

*Greeting and Sharing Christ's Peace  
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you all.    
And also with you. 

Welcome and Announcements          Rev. Amy E. S. Lincoln 

Proclaiming God’s Word 

Children’s Message              Kim Bailey– Manzella 
Children’s Offering will be collected as they come forward for the Message. 

                        All children and youth are invited to Sunday School classes following the Message. 
          Childcare for infants through two-year-olds available in the nursery, room 11. 

Breakfast Club will be meeting this morning. Please meet in Room 22. 
  

Prayer for Illumination                                                                                                                Ceil Hopkins                                   

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 42: 1-9  (pg.584)                  
  

New Testament Reading  Acts 10: 34 –43 (pg. 895)                                     Rev. Amy E. S. Lincoln              

Sermon: Our Stories of the Grace of God Crossing Boundaries   
     Summer of 1965                           Liz Wettstein  
                                                                                 Wally in the Park          Kathy Knight  
     General Assembly 1996                 Ginger Lambert 
                                                                                  Flora and Bella          Kim Bailey– Manzella 
      

*Hymn 526  Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ 
Please list prayers on pink slips located in pew racks - pass them to ushers during the hymn. 

Responding to God’s Word 

A Litany for Women Who Carry God’s Grace Across Boundaries Liz Wettstein 
One:  For Rahab’s red cord and for all who risk their lives to give refuge to your people,  
All:    We thank you, O God.  
One:  For Ruth’s loyalty and Esther’s courage, and for all who serve you in foreign lands,  
All:     We thank you, O God.  
One:  For Deborah’s leadership and Miriam’s dance and for all who break glass ceilings,  
All:     We thank you, O God.  
One:  For Sarah’s faithfulness and Jael’s fierceness and for all who take things into their own hands,  
All:     We thank you, O God.  
One:  For Hagar and all the unnamed women who survived to do your will in the wilderness,  
All:     We thank you, O God.  
One:  For the Alabaster Jar Woman and for all who flout convention in your name,  
All:     We thank you, O God. 
One:  For Mary Magdalene’s heart and for all who linger at the cross,  
All:     We thank you, O God.  
One:  For all the grace-filled women who cross borders and dismantle fences, who face down  
soldiers and walk picket lines, who like Mary the Mother of Jesus carry your love into the world,  
All:  We thank you, O God.  



  
Invitation to Offering                                               Tanya Cleary 

Offertory    Seek Ye the Lord                 J. Varley Roberts 
Seek ye the Lord while He may be found, call ye upon him while He is near; let the wicked forsake 
his way and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and return unto the Lord.  He will have mercy and 
abundantly pardon.    

  

*Doxology (hymn 607)  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow:  praise Christ all people here below;  

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise Triune God whom we adore.   Amen.  
  

*Prayer of Dedication (in unison) 
Holy One, bless and multiply these gifts we give as tokens of our trust in you. Use them to 
bless the poor, feed the hungry, and comfort those who weep; in Jesus’ name.   Amen.  

  

 

Sealing God’s Word   
Invitation to the Lord’s Table                                         Rev. Amy E. S. Lincoln 

Great Thanksgiving  
  

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Words of Institution and Sharing the Meal 

Prayer after Communion (in unison) 
Eternal God, we thank you for feeding us with the bread of heaven and the cup of salvation to 
nourish our journey of faith.  In Jesus Christ your light shines in our darkness, giving joy in 
sorrow and comfort in loneliness.  Fill us with the mystery of your Word made flesh, until our 
hearts overflow with praise and joy, and reflect Christ’s light to the world. Amen.  

Sending the Faithful Into God’s World 

*Hymn 306  Blest Be the Tie That Binds 
  

*Charge and Benediction  
Women Leaders: In every place and time Jesus Christ continues to call women and men to use 

their gifts to show love and to build up God’s Kingdom of Wholeness for all of 
God’s children.  

All:  It is our turn to pay attention to God’s Holy Spirit moving us to work  good 
in this world.  

Women Leaders:  Go now, pray continually, love boldly, and do justice in God’s holy name. 
   

Response      May Our God Watch Between Us                      Jay Ungar 
              May our God watch between us until we meet one another again. 

Postlude            Rejoice, the Lord Is King!               Anna Laura Page 
  



  
Ginger Lambert’s sermon story today relates to her service as a commissioner to the PCUSA 
General Assembly in 1996. At that meeting, acting on a report from the church’s Human Sexuality 
and Ordination Committee, GA approved Amendment B, which was the following addition to the 
Book of Order: 
“Those who are called to office in the church are to lead a life in obedience to Scripture and in conformity 
to the historic confessional standards of the church. Among these standards is the requirement to live 
either in fidelity within the covenant of marriage between a man and a woman, or chastity in 
singleness. Persons refusing to repent of any self– acknowledged practice which the confessions call 
sin shall not be ordained and /or installed as deacons, elders, or ministers of the Word and Sacrament.” 
(G-6.0106.b). 

 The wording has since been removed from the Book of Order. 
  
 


