
The Service for the Lord’s Day 
First Sunday after Christmas Day  

  
Welcome! We are glad that you are here. We hope that you are blessed by your encounter with God today.  

 
December 30, 2018                The service begins with the music of preparation.                  9:30 am 

Gathering the Community of Faith 
Carol Sing (choose carols between 82 and 156 in the hymnal) 
  

Call to Worship 
 Leader:   When Jesus is born to Mary and Joseph, 
 People:   God is there. 
 Leader:   When Jesus is presented at the temple, 
 People:   God is there. 

Leader:   When Mary, Joseph, and Jesus travel to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover, 
 People:   God is there. 
 Leader:   When Jesus at age 12 stays behind to listen and ask questions in the temple, 
 People:   God is there. 
 Leader:   This very morning, 
 People: God is here. 
 Leader: In the future we cannot see, 
 People:   God is there. 
 All:   Let us worship God! 

*Hymn 143 Angels, From the Realms of Glory 
Call to Confession 
Prayer of Confession (in unison)  

Almighty God, we confess that our hearts have not been open to all that you have revealed to us 
in the nativity of your Son.  You sent Christ to be born as a helpless child, and yet we have not 
attended to the suffering of children.  You chose humble Mary to be the mother of our Lord Jesus, 
and yet we have not attended to the struggles of women.  The holy family could find no room in 
Bethlehem, only a stable, and yet we have not attended to the cry of those without a home.  You 
announced your birth to lowly shepherds, yet we ignore those who tend our farms and fields.  
Forgive our lack of attention, and free us for joyful compassion, that we may know Christ in 
serving others.  Through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.  
  

Silent Reflection and Prayer 
Response    Lord Have Mercy          Choir 

Assurance of Grace  
One:  Friends, in the name of the one God who lives and moves among us, you are forgiven. 
All: The scriptures promise that God will make all things new.   

As God makes the year new, may we also be made new by God’s love and forgiveness in 
Jesus.  Amen. 

  

*Hymn of Joy  (refrain hymn 113) 
 Gloria in excelsis Deo!  Gloria in excelsis Deo!     

The * indicates points in the service where you are invited to stand, if that is comfortable for you.   
However, if it is better for you to remain seated, feel free to do so.   
All are invited to join in speaking or singing when Bolded words appear. 



*Greeting and Sharing Christ's Peace 
One: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. The peace of our Lord Jesus 

Christ be with you all. 
All: And also with you. 
One: Grateful for the gift of Christ at Christmas, let us share Christ’s peace with one another. 

  

Welcome and Announcements 

 Proclaiming God’s Word 

Children’s Message  
Children’s Offering will be collected as they come forward for the Message. 

All children and youth are invited to remain in service this morning, 
there will be no Sunday School classes. 

 

The Sacrament of Baptism of Emily Charlotte Golebiewski, daughter of Richard and Lauren Golebiewski 
 
Presentation 
  

*Profession of Faith and Renewal of Baptismal Vows 
  I believe in God  the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus Christ his only 

Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended in to heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy 
Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Welcome  
Elder: Members of the household of faith, I commend this family to your care. Do all in your power to 
increase their faith, confirm their hope, and perfect them in love. 
All: With joy and thanksgiving, we welcome Emily into Christ’s church. 

  

  
Prayer for Illumination                                                                             Rev.  Donald   Knight           

Scripture Reading   I Samuel 22: 18-20;26 (pg.233)  

Gospel Reading   Luke 2: 41-52 (pg. 833) 
  

Sermon    It is Not About Us       Rev. Amy E. S. Lincoln 

*Hymn 158 Born in the Night, Mary’s Child 
Please list prayers on pink slips located in pew racks - pass them to ushers during the hymn. 

Responding to God’s Word   

Invitation to Offering    

Offertory          Manger Carol         Patrick M. Liebergen 
                                                                 (text can be found at hymn 114)  
  
*Doxology (hymn 108, stanza 6)  

Christ, to thee with God the Father; and O Holy Ghost to thee; 
hymn and chant and high thanksgiving; and unwearied praises be.   

Honor, glory and dominion; and eternal victory; evermore and evermore!  Amen. 



*Prayer of Dedication (in unison) 
God of Vision, take these offerings of money and the offering of our lives, and turn them into 
vision; vision of all people fed, vision of all people safe, vision of all people housed, and vision 
of all people educated.  And help us work to make it so. Amen. 
  

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

  
Sending the Faithful Into God’s World 

*Hymn 119 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

*Charge and Benediction   

Response   Mary and Joseph Came to the Temple            David Haas 
Mary and Joseph came to the temple brought the boy Jesus, offered him there.  People were waiting 
wanting to greet him; long had they sought him, solace for care.  

Postlude            Hark! The Herald Angels Sing      Robert W. Thygerson 
  
 


