
Christmas Eve 
December 24, 2018 — 8 p.m. 

Welcome! We are glad that you are here. We hope that you are blessed by your encounter with God today.  

 
 
  

Gathering  

Prelude                        What Child is This?                 Martha Lynn Thompson 
          Angels We Have Heard on High                 Douglas Werner 
                O Little Town of Bethlehem               Frances Callahan 
            I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day                Mark L. Williams 
              Advent Fantasy           Judy Phillips 
            Memorial Ringers  
  
Lighting of the Christ Candle                          Ron and Barb Sickles 
Readings of the poet Ann Weems and the psalmist. 

One: On this Christmas Eve, we tremble at the wonder we remember together: God entered our 
world in the body of a poor child, born on a dark night in a chilly stable, with only a manger for 
his bed.  God entered the world and took on human form to show us how to live with hope, 
peace, joy, and love.  
Light the Christ Candle. 

One: As we light the Christ candle, we remember the star above the stable. We celebrate the light 
coming into the darkness. 

All: Glory to God in the highest!  We give thanks for the brilliance of stars! We give thanks for 
the birth of Jesus Christ, God with us!  

  

*Carol    O Come, All Ye Faithful  
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant; O come ye; O come ye to Bethlehem!  Come and 
behold him, born the King of angels!  O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him; O 
come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
Sing, choirs of angels; sing in exultation; sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!  Glory to God, all 
glory in the highest!  O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore 
him, Christ the Lord! 
Yea, Lord we greet Thee, born this happy morning; Jesus to Thee be all glory given; word of the 
Father, now in flesh appearing!  O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him; O come, let 
us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

Reading  First Coming by Madeleine L’Engle 
  
Christmas Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

  

The * indicates points in the service where you are invited to stand, if that is comfortable for you.   
However, if it is better for you to remain seated, feel free to do so.   
All are invited to join in speaking when Bolded words appear. 



 Lessons and Carols 

Scripture: Isaiah 9:2, 6-7         Rob Sheneman  

Carol (remain seated)  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive, Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here, until 
the Son of God appear.  Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.  
O come, Desire of nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind; bid envy, strife and discord 
cease; fill the whole world with heaven’s peace.  Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to 
thee, O Israel. 

Scripture: Luke 2:1-7                       Anita Christman 

Anthem    Away in a Manger                   Susan T. Nelson 
     Janet Lubaszka, handbells 
     (text can be found at hymn 115) 

Scripture: Luke 2:8-12                       Matt Sheneman 

Anthem    Jesus is Born Tonight!          Lloyd Larson 
  (includes carols “Angels are Singing” and “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing”) 

Scripture: Luke 2:13-14                 Andrew Sheneman  

Carol (remain seated) Angels We Have Heard on High  

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains; and the mountains in reply, 
echoing their joyous strains.  Gloria in excelsis Deo!  Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing; come adore on bended knee, 
Christ the Lord, the newborn King.  Gloria in excelsis Deo!  Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

Scripture: Luke 2:15-20             Kim Manzella 

Anthem    Christmas Lullaby            John Rutter 
Clear in the darkness a light shines in Bethlehem: angels are singing their sound fills the air.  Wise men 
have journeyed to greet their Messiah; but only a mother and baby lie there.  “Ave Maria” hear the soft 
lullaby the angel hosts sing.  Maiden and mother of Jesus our King. Where are his courtiers and who are 
his people?  Why does he bear neither scepter nor crown?  Shepherds his courtiers, the poor for his 
people, with peace as his scepter and love for his crown. What though your treasures are not gold or  

incense?  Lay them before him with hearts full of love.  Praise to the Christ child and praise to his 
mother who bore us a Savior by grace from above.  

Christmas Reflection           Rev. Amy E. S. Lincoln 
Responding to God’s Word 

Invitation to Offering  
Offertory Solo             Love Came Down at Christmas            Arnold B. Sherman
  
Prayer of Dedication  

Holy Lord, the gift of your Son Jesus at Christmas moves us to awe and wonder.  May our hearts 
be renewed, and our offerings blessed on this holy night as we rejoice in your unbounded love. 
Receive our gifts and our lives in grateful response.  May we then work to meet the deep needs 
of the world and to bring glory to your holy name this night and forever more. Amen. 

 



Christ is the Light of the World 

Sharing the Light of Christ                                             Rev. Amy Lincoln 
 Ushers will carry the flame lit from the Christ Candle to those sitting at the end of each pew.  Each 

person will pass the flame from candle to candle, being careful to keep the lit candles upright.  
When all have received the light, we will stand together to sing Silent Night.  

  

*Carol   Silent Night  
Silent night, holy night!  All is calm, all is bright. ‘round yon virgin mother and child!  Holy Infant 
so tender and mild;  sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
Silent night, holy night!  Shepherds quake at the sight; glories stream from heaven afar, 
heavenly hosts sing “Alleluia:  Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!” 
Silent night, holy night!  Wondrous star, lend thy light; with the angels let us sing, Alleluia to 
our King!  Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born. 
                                                         (extinguish candles after singing the carol) 

 
Depart in Peace 

Litany for Christmas   
One:  The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all.  
Many:  Glory to God in the highest! 
One:  The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
Many:  Glory to God in the highest! 
One:  For a child has been born for us, a Son has been given to us.  
Many:  Glory to God in the highest! 
One:  He is Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
Many:     Glory to God in the highest! 
One:     To us is born in the city of David a Savior, the Messiah, the Lord.  
Many:  Glory to God in the highest! 
One:      And the Word became flesh and lived among us.  
Many:  Glory to God in the highest! 
One:  ...for he has been glorified!  
Many:  Amen 
  

*Dismissal and Benediction   

*Carol Joy to the World  
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  Let earth receive her king; let every heart prepare him room; 
and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and heaven and nature 
sing. 
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!  Let all their songs employ; while fields and floods, rocks, 
hills, and plains; repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding 
joy.   
He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove; the glories of his 
righteousness; and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his 
love.    

Postlude    Joy to the World!                             Albin C. Whitworth 

  



Christmas Joy Offering 

Each year during the Advent and Christmas season, we turn our eyes to Bethlehem and celebrate 
the wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior. By giving to the Christmas Joy Offering, you honor this 
gift by providing assistance to current and retired church workers in their time of need and 
developing our future leaders at Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping communities 
of color. Please give generously. 

  

  
 

 


