
The Service for the Lord’s Day 
Fourth Sunday of Advent ~ Peace  

  
Welcome! We are glad that you are here. We hope that you are blessed by your encounter with God today.  

 
  

December 23, 2018                The service begins with the music of preparation.                  9:30 am 

Gathering the Community of Faith 
Prelude     Once in Royal David’s City             Lani Smith 
     Of the Father’s Love Begotten       Robert W. Thygerson 
  

Advent Candle Lighting                                     Thomson Family 
 Quotes from poet Wendell Berry and the psalmist.  

Response after the purple candle of Peace is lit: 
Leader:  When we light the candle of Peace, we breathe in the One who restores us. 
People:    Whatever we face in life, God’s Spirit of PEACE will dwell within us.  

*Hymn  88  (stanzas 1, 6 and 7)   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

Call to Confession 
Prayer of Confession (in unison)  

God our Savior, we ask for your mercy.  Though we have heard Mary’s song, we still seek security 
in pride and power and possessions.  Though we know your story, we resist the costs of following 
you.  We pass by those considered lowly in this world. We turn away from  hungry people who 
still wait to be filled.  Forgive us, we pray.  Help us to work for the justice that you intend.  Make 
us messengers of the peace you bring. As we wait for you, turn our apathy into acts of love and 
service.  We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. Amen. 

Silent Reflection and Prayer 
Response    Wait for the Lord          Choir 

Assurance of Grace  
One:  Friends, God forgives all our sins and promises to bring us to everlasting life. 
All: Thanks be to God!   We are forgiven!  

*Hymn of Joy (refrain hymn 113) 
 Gloria in excelsis Deo!  Gloria in excelsis Deo!     

*Greeting and Sharing Christ's Peace 
One:  Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
All:  And also with you. 
One: Grateful for the promise of joy and of peace, let us share Christ’s peace with one another. 

  

Welcome and Announcements 

 Proclaiming God’s Word 

Children’s Message  
Children’s Offering will be collected as they come forward for the Message. 

All children and youth are invited to Sunday School classes. 

The * indicates points in the service where you are invited to stand, if that is comfortable for you.   
However, if it is better for you to remain seated, feel free to do so.   
All are invited to join in speaking or singing when Bolded words appear. 



Prayer for Illumination                                                                                                         Bart Fellin 

Scripture Reading   Micah 5: 2– 5a (pg.756) 

Anthem    What is This Light?      Larry Shackley 
What is this light shining out in the darkness, bring good news to a world wrapped in night, promising 
life to a world lost and dying?  Hope is the light.  What is this light shining down through the ages, 
through every battle that rages tonight, calling an end to all warfare and hatred?  Peace is the light.  
Joy is the light shining so fair, lifting the weight of oppression and care.  Joyfully sing! Sorrow no 
more!  God’s great salvation awaits at the door.  What is this light, driving out every heartache, giving 
the broken hearts wings to take flight, drawing us close to the heart of the Father?  Love is the light.  
Long have we sought, long have we sighed, for the salvation that God would provide.  Soon He will 
come, Bethlehem’s boy, bringing the dawning of peace, love and joy!  Who is this light giving life to 
the nations, joy to the ends of creation this day?  Son of the lowly, yet Son of the Highest:  Christ is 
the Light of the world.   

Gospel Reading   Luke 1: 39-45 (46-55)  (pg. 831) 

Sermon   Called to Bring Forth Peace      Rev. Amy E. S. Lincoln 

Affirmation of Faith 
We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life.  The Spirit justifies us by 
grace through faith, set us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us 
together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. The same Spirit who inspired the 
prophets and apostles rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the 
Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of 
salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church.  In a broken and fearful world 
the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord 
and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, 
and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. In gratitude to God, empowered by the 
Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch 
for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” With believers in every time 
and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 
  
*Hymn 146 Gentle Mary Laid Her Child 

Please list prayers on pink slips located in pew racks - pass them to ushers during the hymn. 

Responding to God’s Word   

Invitation to Offering    

Offertory    Once in Royal David’s City       Jack Schrader 
          Kathy Finnerty, piano  

  (text can be found at hymn 140)  

*Doxology (hymn 108, stanza 6)  
Christ, to thee with God the Father; and O Holy Ghost to thee; 

hymn and chant and high thanksgiving; and unwearied praises be.   
Honor, glory and dominion; and eternal victory; evermore and evermore!  Amen. 

 
 



*Prayer of Dedication (in unison) 
Thanks be to you, O God, maker of heaven and earth – giver of justice, lover of righteousness, 
hope of the afflicted, and friend of the poor.  Your faithfulness never fails. Take and use these 
gifts we offer to further your purpose in the world and to fulfill the promise of the world to come; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, we pray. Amen. 

  

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Sending the Faithful Into God’s World 

*Hymn 121 O Little Town of Bethlehem 

*Charge and Benediction   

Response    In Silence We Wait         Lloyd Larson 
In silence we wait.  In silence we pray.  Lord, send your Christ today. Amen.    

Postlude    O Come, Emmanuel                 Richard Ellsasser 
  
 


