
The Service for the Lord’s Day 
Third Sunday of Advent ~ Joy  

  
Welcome! We are glad that you are here. We hope that you are blessed by your encounter with God today.  

 
  

  

December 16, 2018                The service begins with the music of preparation.                  9:30 am 

Gathering the Community of Faith 

Prelude      Advent Fantasy           Judy Phillips  
                   Memorial Ringers  
  

Advent Candle Lighting                 Willis Family 
Quotes from poet Mary Oliver and a paraphrase of the prophet Isaiah. 
Response after the pink candle of Joy is lit: 
Leader:  As we light the candle of Joy, we celebrate the One who has come, is coming, and will come 

again. 
People:  Whatever we face in life, God will make JOY possible.  
  

*Hymn  82 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
Please list prayers on pink slips located in pew racks - pass them to ushers during the hymn 

Call to Confession 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)  
The Lord is near. In your presence, Holy God, we confess that we need repentance. We have 
broken your commands against idolatry. We do not live in peace with your creation or your 
people. We have not trusted your word, and we are afraid. Forgive us, restore us, and turn our 
shame into praise, for the sake of the One who proclaims the good news and for the sake of all 
the world. Amen.  
  

Silent Reflection and Prayer 

Response    Come, Come Emmanuel         Choir 

Assurance of Grace  
One:  Friends, in the name of the one God who lives and moves among us, you are forgiven. 
All: Thanks be to God! We are forgiven! The Lord has taken away the judgments against us. 

Let us not worry. Let us live in peace!     

*Hymn of Joy  (refrain hymn 113) 
 Gloria in excelsis Deo!  Gloria in excelsis Deo!     

*Greeting and Sharing Christ's Peace 
One:  Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
All:  And also with you. 
One: Grateful for the promise of joy and of peace, let us share that peace with one another. 

  

Welcome and Announcements 

The * indicates points in the service where you are invited to stand, if that is comfortable for you.   
However, if it is better for you to remain seated, feel free to do so.   
All are invited to join in speaking or singing when Bolded words appear. 



Minute for Mission                                     Robert Conway 

Children’s Message                     Rev. Amy Lincoln 

 The Glory of Christmas by Lloyd Larson 
J. Jay Smith, director and organist 

Rochelle Ellis, soprano 
Charles Megules, trumpet                     Margaret Sheneman, flute 

Patience Anderson, Janet Lubaszka and Chris Rowland, handbells 
The Glory of Christmas 
Gloria, hosanna in excelsis!  Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o’er the plains, and the 
mountains in reply echo back their joyous strains.  On Christmas night all Christians sing to hear the news 
the angels bring; news of great joy, news of great mirth, news of our merciful King’s birth. Angels from 
the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er all the earth; ye who sang creation’s story, now proclaim 
Messiah’s birth.  Come and worship the newborn King! 

Reading                Tanya Cleary and Bart Fellin 

Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning 
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, the time is drawing nigh.  Children, don’t grow weary, for the 
time is drawing nigh.  Darker midnight lies before us, the time is drawing nigh.  See the Morning Star 
arising, the time is drawing night.  Now our night will soon be over, the time is drawing nigh. 

Reading                Fernanda Laukaitis and Janet Tolley 

Prepare the Way of the Lord! 
A voice cries out, “Prepare the way of the Lord!” Every valley shall be lifted up, every mountain and hill 
made low.  Every crooked path shall be made straight and the rough places plain.  The glory of the Lord 
shall be revealed. So comfort my people, says the Lord God who reigns on high.  To Jerusalem say, “Your 
night is gone, for the Lord has heard your cry.”   
  
Reading             Robert Zeh and Emily Russell 

Child of Promise, Child of Love 
My soul rejoices in the Lord!  I’ve seen his love and his power proclaimed, his faithful servant I shall be.  I’ll 
bear his Child, Jesus is his name.  Glory to the Lord Most High!  He comes to set his people free!  God with 
us, Emmanuel; the Prince of Peace for you, for me.  Child of promise, Child of love; hope of the world, the 
glory of our God who comes from heaven above.  Gentle Mary laid her Child lowly in a manger; there He 
lay, the undefiled, to the world a stranger.  This was the Son of God, of humble birth, beautiful the story!  
Praise his name in all the earth, hail the King of glory! 

Reading                                                                       Bill Finnerty and Diane Becker 

Jesus Is Born Tonight! 
Angels are singing, heavens are ringing, Jesus is born tonight!  “Glory to God!” the angels are singing.  
Good news to all the earth they are bringing:  “Jesus is born tonight!”  Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory 
to the newborn King; peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”  Joyful, all ye nations 
rise, join the triumph of the skies; with the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” Hail the 
heaven-born Prince of Peace!  Hail the Sun of Righteousness!  Light and life to all he brings, risen with 
healing in his wings.  Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, born to raise us from the 
earth, born to give us second birth.  Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the new-born King!” 

Reading                 Laura Flessner and Barbara Lippert 



Christ is Born This Holy Night 
Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand; ponder nothing earthly minded, for 
with blessing in his hand, Christ our God to earth descendeth, our full homage to demand.  Still, still, still, 
Christ is born this night so still.  For all is hushed, the world is sleeping, holy star its vigil keeping.  Sleep, 
sleep, sleep, ‘tis the eve of our Savior’s birth.  Infant holy, infant lowly, for his bed a cattle stall; oxen 
lowing, little knowing Christ the Babe is Lord of all.  Swift are winging, angels singing, noels ringing, 
tidings bringing: Christ the Babe is Lord of all.  Christ is born this holy night. 

Reading                 Karen Buys and Ron Sickles 

Guide Us to the Perfect Light 
Brightest and best of the stars of the morning, dawn on our darkness and come to our aid; star of the 
east, the horizon adorning, guide where our Infant Redeemer is laid.  What shall we give him, in costly 
devotion?  Shall we bring incense and offerings divine, gems of the mountain and pearls of the ocean, 
myrrh from the forest or gold from the mine?  O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty 
bright, westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light.  Guide us to the perfect Light. 

Reading                      Rev. Amy Lincoln 

The Glory of Christmas 
Gloria, hosanna in excelsis!  He is born, the divine Christ Child, play the oboe and bagpipes merrily!  He is 
born, the holy Child, sing we all of the Savior mild.  O how lovely, O how pure is this perfect child of 
heaven; O how lovely, O how pure, gracious gift of God sent down.  O come, all ye faithful, joyful and 
triumphant, O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem!  Come and behold him, born the King of angels!  O 
come let us adore him, Christ the Lord.  Sing choirs of angels, sing in exultation!  O sing, all ye citizens of 
heaven above!  Glory to God, all glory in the highest!  Hosanna in excelsis!  Sing Gloria! 
 

Responding to God’s Word  

Invitation to Offering    

Offertory     Magnificat                 Mark L. Williams 
My soul doth magnify the Lord and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior for he hath regarded 
the lowliness of his handmaiden.  For behold from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me; and holy is his name and his mercy is on them that fear 
him throughout all generations.  He hath shown strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud 
in the imagination of their hearts.  He hath put down the mighty from their seat and hath exalted 
the humble and the meek.  He hath filled the hungry with good things and the rich he hath sent 
empty away.  He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel as he promised our 
forefathers, Abraham and his seed forever. 
        Rochelle Ellis, soprano   

*Doxology (hymn 108, stanza 6)  
Christ, to thee with God the Father; and O Holy Ghost to thee; 

hymn and chant and high thanksgiving; and unwearied praises be.   
Honor, glory and dominion; and eternal victory; evermore and evermore!  Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication (in unison) 
Gracious God, in gratitude for all that you have given us, we bring our tithes, offerings, and labor 
to help feed a world hungry for healing and hope; for the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
  

 
 



Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Sending the Faithful Into God’s World 
*Charge and Benediction    

Postlude    O Come, All Ye Faithful                              Brant Adams 
  Charles Megules, trumpet   

  
 


