
The Service for the Lord’s Day 
First Sunday of Advent  ~ Hope 

  
Welcome! We are glad that you are here. We hope that you are blessed by your encounter with God today.  

 
December 2, 2018                The service begins with the music of preparation.                  9:30 am 

Gathering the Community of Faith 

Prelude     Prelude on ‘Picardy’              Lani Smith 
      What Child Is This?              Lani Smith 
   Organ and Piano Duet with Kathy Finnerty, piano 
  

Advent Candle Lighting                Minch family 
    Quotes from poet Emily Dickinson and the psalmist 
    Response after the purple candle of Hope is lit: 

Leader:   As we light the candle of Hope, we embrace God’s presence among us, yesterday and 
today and always. 

People:  Whatever we face in life, we will put our HOPE in God.   
  

*Hymn  348 Lo, He Comes With Clouds Descending 

Call to Confession 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)  
Lord, have mercy on us.  We are not ready for your coming. We live in sin, as though there were 
no justice. We live in fear, as though there were no grace. Forgive us, Lord.  Show us your mercy 
and steadfast love.  Lead us in your truth, and teach us your paths, for you are the God of our 
salvation.  Amen.  
  

Silent Reflection and Prayer 

Response    Come, Come Emmanuel         Choir 

Assurance of Grace   
The Lord is our righteousness. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God! 

*Hymn of Joy  (refrain hymn 113) 
 Gloria in excelsis Deo!  Gloria in excelsis Deo!     

*Greeting and Sharing Christ's Peace 
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Welcome and Announcements 

  

 Proclaiming God’s Word 
Children’s Message and Melody Singers sing “Light One Candle for Waiting”  

Children’s Offering will be collected as they come forward for the Message. 
All children and youth are invited to Sunday School classes  
following the Message and anthem by the Melody Singers. 

          Childcare for infants through two-year-olds available in the nursery, room 11. 

Prayer for Illumination                Ceil Hopkins 

The * indicates points in the service where you are invited to stand, if that is comfortable for you.   
However, if it is better for you to remain seated, feel free to do so.   
All are invited to join in speaking or singing when Bolded words appear. 



Scripture Reading   Jeremiah 33: 14-16  (pg.645)  

Gospel Reading   Luke 21: 25-36  (pg. 856) 

Sermon    Watch for Signs of Hope      Rev. Amy E. S. Lincoln 

*Affirmation of Faith  
In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, 
whom alone we worship and serve. We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus 
proclaimed the reign of God: preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives,  
teaching by word and deed, and blessing the children, healing the sick and binding up the 
brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the 
gospel. Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the 
depths of human pain and giving his life for the sins of the world. God raised this Jesus from the 
dead, vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to 
life eternal.   

*Hymn 92 While We Are Waiting, Come 
Please list prayers on pink slips located in pew racks - pass them to ushers during the hymn. 

  

Responding to God’s Word  

Invitation to Offering    

Offertory    Waiting for a King       Joseph Martin 
Waiting for a king, when will he come?  Waiting for a king; God’s holy One.  Will the world be ready?  
Is his advent near?  Waiting for a king; when will he appear?  Waiting for a king:  God’s only son.  
Will the world receive him?  Will he stand alone?  Waiting for a king to come and take his throne.  In 
the fullness of time the Prince of Peace will come, the promised Messiah, God’s chosen One.  For 
those who are righteous, hope will be restored.  Their eyes will be opened, they will know the Lord.  
Waiting for a king;  will this be the day?   

*Doxology (hymn 108, stanza 6)  
Christ, to thee with God the Father; and O Holy Ghost to thee; 

hymn and chant and high thanksgiving; and unwearied praises be.   
Honor, glory and dominion; and eternal victory; evermore and evermore!  Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication (in unison) 
God of righteousness, you have saved us from the worst the world can do and have promised to 
redeem the whole creation when Christ comes again.  In faith and hope we offer our gifts of 
money and self, that we may be part of what you are doing in the world even now, as we watch 
for Christ’s coming in glory. Amen.  

 
Sealing God’s Word  

 
Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

     

Great Thanksgiving 
 The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts.   We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  

 How can we thank you, O God?…………...we join the ancient and eternal hymn: 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
….and praying: Come Lord Jesus! 

 

 

 

 

Words of Institution and Sharing the Meal 

Prayer after Communion (unison)  
Loving God, we thank you that you have fed us in this sacrament, united us with Christ, and 
given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet in your eternal kingdom.  Send us out in the power 
of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen. 

  
Sending the Faithful Into God’s World 

*Hymn 347 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 

*Charge and Benediction   

Response    In Silence We Wait         Lloyd Larson 
In silence we wait.  In silence we pray.  Lord, send your Christ today.  Amen.   

Postlude       Improvisation on “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”                 J. Smith 
  
  
 


