
The Service for the Lord’s Day 
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Welcome! We are glad that you are here. We hope that you are blessed by your encounter with God today.  

 
September 30, 2018          The service begins with the music of preparation.                   9:30 am 

Gathering the Community of Faith 

Prelude     Sweet Hour of Prayer               Rex Koury 

Call to Worship  (Psalm 124, James 5) 
If it had not been God who was on our side,  
the troubles of our world would have swallowed us whole.  
If it had not been God who was on our side,  
the sorrows of our times would have swept us away. 
Are any among us suffering?  
Come and pray.  
Are any among us cheerful?  
Come sing songs of praise.  
Are any among us sick?  
Come and ask for healing.  
Our help is in our God,  
the One who made heaven and earth.  
Call upon God, creator and rescuer.   God is on our side.. 
  

*Hymn 667 When Morning Gilds the Skies 

Call to Confession 

Prayer of Confession  
Creating and rescuing God, your power amazes us. Yet even in our amazement, we take too 
long to turn to you, forgetting that you are the power that makes and saves and sustains us. 
Even when we claim your power, we often do so for our own success and comfort, ignoring your 
command to use your power on behalf of the weak, the small, and the vulnerable. In Jesus 
Christ, you show us that you are on the side of all people, but never at the expense of the 
weakest among us. Forgive us when we try to hoard you for ourselves and try to control who 
has access to your love. Forgive us when our greed, our control, and our scandals keep others 
from knowing you. Redeem us and transform us, O God. Open our hearts, our lives, and our 
ministries, that we may become a doorway to your realm. 
  

Silent Reflection and Prayer 

Response    Lord Have Mercy          Choir 

Words of Assurance 
God turns our sorrow into gladness and our times of mourning into celebration. God hears the prayer 
of faith.  Be confident for God heals us and forgives us. 
  

*Gloria Patri  
Glory be to the Father and Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning is now 

and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

The * indicates points in the service where you are invited to stand, if that is comfortable for you.   
However, if it is better for you to remain seated, feel free to do so.   
All are invited to join in speaking or singing when Bolded words appear. 



*Greeting and Sharing Christ's Peace 
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
And also with you. 

  

Welcome and Announcements 
 Proclaiming God’s Word 
  

Children’s Message    
Children’s Offering will be collected as they come forward for the Message. 

Children and youth (through grade 8) are invited to Sunday School following the Message. 
Childcare for infants through two-year-olds available in the nursery, room 11. 

Prayer of Illumination (unison)                      Robert Zeh 
God, make the words we have heard a living word in the core of our being.  Help us put our faith 
in no other power than the power of your saving love. Make us the agents of your love, blocking 
no one’s entrance into the presence of your love and grace. Through Christ, enable us to be at 
peace with one another and to salt the earth with the power of your peace. Amen. 

  

Scripture Reading           Esther 7:1-6, 9-10, 9:20-22 (pg. 390)  

Anthem    How Great Thou Art              Cynthia Dobrinski 
     Memorial Ringers 

Epistle Reading James 5:13-20  (pg. 983) 

Message                     Bisi Shofu 

     Responding to God’s Word  

*Hymn 472  Kum ba Yah 
Please list prayers on pink slips located in pew racks - pass them to ushers during the hymn. 

Invitation to Offering 

  
Offertory      Jesus, My Lord, My God, My All                Benjamin Harlan 

 Jesus, my Lord, my God, my all.  Hear me blest Savior, when I call.  Hear me and from Thy 
dwelling place, pour down the riches of Thy grace:  Jesus, my Lord, I Thee adore;  O make me love 
Thee more and more.  Jesus, what didst Thou find in me that Thou hast dealt so lovingly!  How great 
the joy that Thou hast brought, so far exceeding hope and thought.  Jesus of Thee shall be my song; 
to Thee my heart and soul belong;  all that I have or am is Thine, and Thou blest Savior Thou art 
mine.     

*Response   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ all creatures here below;  

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise Triune God whom we adore.  Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication (unison) 
Dear God accept our offerings today; use this offering to connect us to people near and far. Open 
our ears, Teacher of souls, so that we might hear the cries of the hungry and feed them, the 
loneliness of the unloved and embrace them, the songs of little children and learn them.  
Give us the words we need, Teacher of justice, so that we might challenge the powerful and 
callous, so that we might speak out when everyone else is silent.  Strengthen our hearts, 
Teacher of hope, so that we might sustain the weary, not just with words, but with our 



friendship; so that we might not hide but face down cruelty with kindness and mercy.  Morning 
by morning, day by day, continue to teach us your ways, God in Community, Holy in One. We 
surrender our lives as an offering. Amen. 

  
Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Sending the Faithful Into God’s World 

*Hymn 465  What a Friend We Have in Jesus  

*Charge and Benediction   

Response     Irish Blessing             Robert Lau 
May the road rise up to meet you, may the wind be always at your back, may the sun shine warm 
upon your face and the rain fall soft upon your fields.  And until we meet again, may God hold you in 
the palm of his hand.  Amen.    

Postlude                Postlude in B-Flat    Joseph Prentiss 

  
 


