
The Service for the Lord’s Day 
Third Sunday of Eastertide 

Welcome! We are glad that you are here. We hope that you are blessed by your encounter with God today.  

 
 

April 15, 2018                        The service begins with the music of preparation.                             9:30 am 

Gathering the Community of Faith 

Prelude     Festival Praise                   Robert J. Powell 
     Festival Voluntary           Flor Peeters  
Call to Worship  

Welcome to God’s new day! 
Everywhere we look we see new life! 
In buds and flowers, in smiles and touch, we discover God’s energizing presence. 
Death can never be the last word. 
Christ is with us! 
Christ is with us indeed! 

*Hymn 248   Christ is Risen! Shout Hosanna!  

Call to Confession 

Prayer of Confession (unison) 
You have shown yourself to us, O God, by Word and Spirit, with signs and wonders, in flesh and 
blood, yet we still struggle to live and believe the good news of Jesus Christ. Have mercy on us; 
forgive us. Enter into our lives and cast out our fear so that we may come to trust in you and have 
life in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Silent Reflection and Prayer 

Response    Lord Have Mercy          Choir 

Assurance of Grace    
"See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and indeed we are!"  
(from 1 John 3:1a) God has blest us through Christ's Life for the world.  Give praise to God, for in Jesus 
Christ we are forgiven! ... 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.  Alleluia! 

*Gloria Patri  
Glory be to the Father and Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning is now 

and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

*Greeting and Sharing Christ's Peace 
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Welcome and Announcements 

Pastor Nominating Committee Update            Diane Becker 

 

The * indicates points in the service where you are invited to stand, if that is comfortable for you.   
However, if it is better for you to remain seated, feel free to do so.   
All are invited to join in speaking or singing when Bolded words appear. 

 



 Proclaiming God’s Word 
Children’s Message    

Children’s Offering will be collected as they come forward for the Message. 
All children and  youth are invited to Sunday School classes following the Message. 
Childcare for infants through two-year-olds available in the nursery, room 11. 

Prayer for Illumination (unison)   
Startle us, O God, with your truth, and open our minds to your Spirit, that we may be one with 
Christ our Lord, and serve as faithful disciples.  Amen. 

Scripture Reading    I John 3:1-7 (pg. 990)                  Anita Christman  

Anthem    Blessing and Honor      Gordon Young 
                 (text can be found at hymn 369)  

Scripture Reading   Luke 24:36b– 48 (pg. 861) 

Message                   Rev. Nancy Asbury  

Responding to God’s Word  

*Hymn 817       We Walk By Faith and Not by Sight 
Please list prayers on pink slips located in pew racks - pass them to ushers during the hymn. 

Invitation to Offering  
Offertory              Meditation                   Robert J. Powell 

*Response   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below; Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise Triune God whom we adore.   

Alleluia, alleluia! alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  

 *Prayer of Dedication (unison) 

Wonderful, amazing, God, we thank you that you have raised Jesus from the dead, bringing the 
promise of new life.  
With the dawning of each new day, may we awake to new opportunities to love and serve you 
and witness to Christ whom you have raised. Use us, and our gifts, to your glory. In Jesus’ name 
we pray. Amen. 

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Sending the Faithful Into God’s World 

Sending Prayer  
You have given yourself to us, Lord. 
Now we give ourselves for others. 
You have raised us with Christ, and made us a new people. 
As a people of resurrection, we will serve you with joy. 
Your glory has filled our hearts. 
Help us to glorify you in all things. Amen. 



*Hymn 257   The Risen Christ (tune Toulon)  

*Charge and Benediction   

*Response    Peace Go With You      Douglas Nolan 
May the peace of the Lord bring joy, love, comfort, hope, rest, and life.  May the peace of the Lord 
surround you.  May the peace of the Lord go with you.  Amen. 
     

Postlude    The Strife Is O’er          Roy Brunner
   

 


