
The Service for the Lord’s Day 
Easter Sunday 

Welcome! We are glad that you are here. We hope that you are blessed by your encounter with God today.  

 
April 1, 2018                       The service begins with the music of preparation.                   9:30 am 

Gathering the Community of Faith 

Prelude      Pageantry                Francis H. McKay
                The Strife is O’er            Edward Broughton 
                   Marche Royal            Jean-Baptiste Lully 

Call to Worship  
Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! 

*Processional Hymn 232  Jesus Christ is Risen Today  
(Stand immediately for the introduction is short; interludes between stanzas 1-2 and 3-4) 

Call to Confession 

Prayer of Confession (unison) 
This morning, Wonderful God, in the company of your church — saints and sinners —we gather 
to celebrate your life, your ministry, your death and resurrection, your great love for us.  
Yet, we know we often leave the celebration here in the sanctuary, as we leave and go back to 
our homes, our jobs, our fears, our doubts, our lives.   
Bring us a new life, God of the living, where we are tired and stressed; transform our hardened 
hearts into fountains of love; forgive us the hurts and harms we have caused; fill us with the 
joy of your Holy Spirit in the hollows of our souls.  Amen. 

Silent Reflection and Prayer 
Response     Lord Have Mercy         Choir 

Assurance of Grace    
Dear friends, let us affirm the best news of all time: 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God. 

*Gloria Patri  
Glory be to the Father and Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning is now 

and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

*Greeting and Sharing Christ's Peace 
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Welcome and Announcements 

 Proclaiming God’s Word 

Children’s Message    
Children’s Offering will be collected as they come forward for the Message. 

Today is Family Worship. All children and youth are invited to remain in worship 
Childcare for infants through two-year-olds available in the nursery, room 11. 

The * indicates points in the service where you are invited to stand, if that is comfortable for you.   
However, if it is better for you to remain seated, feel free to do so.   
All are invited to join in speaking or singing when Bolded words appear. 



Prayer for Illumination (unison)                       Anita Christman  
God of empty tombs and abundant surprises, be to us a living presence, that the story of Easter 
may become our story, so we can embody its hope for the whole world.  Amen. 

Scripture Reading  Isaiah 25:6-9 (pg. 568)  

Anthem    Resurrection Victory         Lloyd Larson 
He is risen!  Christ is risen!  Sing it out with joyful voice!  He has burst the three days’ prison, let the 
whole wide earth rejoice!  Death is conquered, we are free, Christ has won the victory.  He shall reign 
for all eternity! He is risen! Christ is risen!  Risen to a holy state!  We are free from sin’s dark prison, 
He has opened heaven’s gate.  Crown Him the Lord of life, who triumphed o’er the grave, and rose 
victorious in the strife for those He came to save.  His glories now we sing of him who died and rose 
on high, He died eternal life to bring and lives that death may die!  Christ is risen, alleluia!  
  

Scripture Reading John 20:1-18 (pg. 882)     

Message                    Rev. Nancy Asbury 

Responding to God’s Word  

Invitation to Offering  
Please list prayers on pink slips located in pew racks - pass them to ushers during offering. 

Offertory           Christ the Lord is Risen Today!                Mark L. Williams 
Christ the Lord is risen today!  All creation join to say:  Alleluia! Love’s redeeming work is done, 
fought the fight the battle won: Alleluia!  Death in vain forbids him rise; Alleluia!  Christ has opened 
paradise!  The strife is o’er the battle done, the victory of life is won; the song of triumph has begun.  
Alleluia!  Lives again our glorious King!  Now let all creation sing:  Alleluia!  Every knee to you shall 
bow, risen Christ, triumphant now!  Christ the Lord is risen today! 
   

 *Response   

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below; Alleluia, alleluia! 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise Triune God whom we adore.   
Alleluia, alleluia! alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

*Prayer of Dedication (unison) 
“Christ has risen! Shout Hosanna! Celebrate this day of days!” God, bless these gifts, joyfully 
given to honor you and the Risen Christ. May this offering serve people who need it, no matter 
their circumstance in life, and may they find peace of mind in you. Amen.  

Sealing God’s Word 
Invitation to Communion 
Great Thanksgiving 

Christ is risen!   Christ is risen indeed. 
Lift up your hearts.   We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to God.  It is right to give God our thanks and praise. 
Glorious God, we give you thanks and praise. . . . . . . we praise your holy name singing:  

  
 
 
 
 



    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
All embracing God, we give thanks for Jesus. . . . . . Great is the mystery of faith: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recalling his life, death, and glorious resurrection. . . 
we worship you eternally in songs of pure unbounded praise.    Amen  

The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Words of Institution and Sharing the Meal 
During the Distribution (the congregation shall sing the refrain)                    Kim Manzella, cantor 

I received the living God and my heart is full of joy.  I received the living God and my heart is 
full of joy.   

Sending the Faithful Into God’s World 

Sending Prayer  
You have given yourself to us, Lord. 
Now we give ourselves for others. 
You have raised us with Christ, and made us a new people. 
As a people of resurrection, we will serve you with joy. 
Your glory has filled our hearts. 
Help us to glorify you in all things. Amen. 

*Hymn 238    Thine is the Glory  
(interlude between stanzas 2-3) 

All are invited to sing the “Hallelujah!” Chorus with the choir. Please come forward during the hymn 
for the music. 

*Charge and Benediction   

*Response    Hallelujah (Messiah)            G.F. Handel 
 Hallelujah! For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. The kingdom of this world is become the 

kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ and He shall reign for ever and ever. King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords and He shall reign for ever and ever.   

Postlude Toccata (Fifth Symphony) Charles-Marie Widor 


